Report
Visit to Attac Morocco
th
4 to the 8th of January 2008
Following the invitation of Attac Morocco I had the opportunity to participate at the 2nd
national congress of Attac and to meet many of their members including people of the Attac
group in Fes, Rabat and Marrakesh. This report is not so much a formal report but includes
some personal experiences, impressions and thoughts as well. I have to thank all my hosts,
translators and members of Attac Morocco who have taken care of me so warmly and openly.
I also have to thank Attac Germany for making this journey possible. But who thinks that I
had a lovely time at the beach or a great party in touristic Marocco is misled. I have not seen
one sight but many interesting people and had the coldest Attac meeting ever. Somehow
Moroccans seem to think they live in a warm country and thus do not need heating. This
might be generally true but not during these days.

“Attac” in Arabic
Attac in Morocco
Attac Morocco was founded in 2000. Unfortunately, a leftist party with Maoist origins
managed to take control over the organisation and elected their members into the national
board in order to freeze the activities. To their surprise this strategy could not stop the
devopment of Attac as the local groups started working anyway and formed a new national
Attac. In 2005 a national board was elected during an extraordinary congress. This board
managed to help Attac Morocco to grow. Today there are 12 active local groups and three in
the process of formation. In the capital Rabat Attac opened a national office. Attac has about
500 members. In 2005 (Rabat), 2006 (Safi) and 2007 (Agadir) spring universities were held
attracting 200 and 160 participants respectively.

a look into a part of Attac’s office in Rabat
Attac Morocco worked on a whole number of issues including:
• Public debt of Morocco in the framework of its membership in the network CADTM
• Informing the public about the effects of globalisation in Morocco including IMF,
World Bank and WTO policies
• women’s rights
• Migration and the sensibilisation of the public in Morocco about the suffering of subsaharan migrants
• EU-Mediterranean “partnership”
• privatisation of water, education, health services
• campaign against deteriorating purchasing power
• activities for the release of politcal prisoners
• support of several strikes
For 2007 Attac Morocco decided to concentrate on a campaign for free public high quality
education.

Several leaflets, books and an own journal (“possible”) were published. The journal
“possible” covered issues such as migration, public services and privatisation. Internal
communication works through a quarterly bulletin and an Arabic website. Furthermore, the
activist director Souad Guenoun has produced a whole number of films as a memory for the
movement but also on several interesting campaigning issues.

Some of Attac Morocco’s publications

The local groups of Attac concentrate on very different issues. They participate in key
mobilisations in Morocco.

poster against the deteriorated
purchasing power of the majority of population

small banners for demonstrations against the deteriorated
purchasing power of the majority of population

Attacis from Casablanca

announcement of Attac’s monthly
film club in Rabat
in cooperation with the Goethe Institute

Attac Youth coordination
Because of their weak influence in Attac young members started a process of self-organised
activities. They organised summer camps in 2006 and 2007 with 60 and 70 participants
respectively. The last camp caused some discussions because of excessive party activity. In
March 2007 a coordination meeting between young Attac members took place. Nevertheless,

the effort to coordinate with each other on a regular basis were faced with numerous
difficulties.
Attac Morocco in international networks
The organisation has participated in numerous international conferences and their preparatory
process. It has played a key role in preparing the counter conference to the EuroMediterranean conference in Barcelona 2005. Attac Morocco is present in at least the
following international networks: Attac in Europe, CADTM, Our world is not for sale, Seattle
to Bruxelles network, Womens’ World March, European Public Services Network..
In particular Attac Morocco has tried to take a critical position in the NGO processes around
the Euro-Mediterranean partnership.
For Attac Morocco the relationship with CADTM and Attac France is particularly important.
The mediterranean working group of Attac France was a key partner on many issues. It is a
shame that only Attac France, Spain and Switzerland seems to be the only Attacs which tried
to do something for the prisoners of the 1st of May 2007.
I was approached several times that an international coordination of the Attac activities is
missing. There are no functioning meetings, no material and unclear representation at the
World Social Forum. The international declaration of Attac is not up to date. All this should
change.
This international orientation can also be seen in the following document.

The agenda of 2006/2007, as displayed in Attac’s office,
shows the range of activities
Repression against Attac Morocco
During the demonstrations on the 1st of May 2007 several activists were arrested accused to
have shouted slogans against the monarchy. They were sentenced for one to four years of
imprisonment. The sentences were prolonged after an appeal. Furthermore, during a national
day of solidarity sit-ins more people were arrested under the absurd charge of “solidarity”
with people accused of having shouted something against the monarchy. Two of them are also
members of Attac including the spokesperson of one local group. Very likely they will
become the only political prisoners of Attac globally.
Two of them are also members of Attac including the spokesperson of one local group. They
are in prison until now! Very likely there are the only political prisoners of Attac globally.
Since more than two years Attac is waiting for the renewal of permission to exist. The
authorities render Attac’s activities much more difficult by neither denying nor giving the

permission. Without this official permission Attac cannot rent rooms, make financial
transactions and the like without problems. Everything is becoming much more complicated.
This is seen as certainly politically motivated.
Therefore, it was important for Attac to show with the congress that it exists, is active and that
it is internationally recognised. It was a big step forward that the second public television
chain came twice to the congress and reported very positively. I was interviewed as well as
several members of Attac Morocco. It must be assumed that these reports had high level
authorization which is always required when public media reports about activities critical
towards government policies. Therefore, the Moroccan Attacis hope that at least the legal
blockage will come to an end after this positive signal in public media.

Omar interviewed by public television
The importance of this issue can hardly be overestimated. Attac Tunesia (RAID) was more or
less destroyed by state repression. So far more or less all solidarity work for Attac Morocco
was carried by Attac France. The other European Attac groups should take a more active role
in this important work.
A subjective list of interesting issues raised by Attac Morocco
Migration: Attac Morocco insists on open borders and the responsibility of Northern policies
for the migratory flows. The root causes of migration include debt payments, support or
benign neglect of irresponsible government, wars and conflicts, environmental degradation
through climate change & exploitation of resources for exports, unfair rules of international
trade, corruption for access to resources and markets. These issues are raised by Morocco in
the framework of discussions on the so called Euro-Mediterranean partnership. This proces is
used by the European governments to repress migration through means which violate human
rights while at the same time calling for more respect of human rights in the Southern partner
countries.
For Morocco the remittances of migrant workers are a key source of income. They are vital in
order to make off for the notoriously deficitary trade balance. Without the remittances
Morocco would have a deep current account crisis and many families could not survive
Moroccan neoliberalism.
Pubic services: Attac Morocco insists on high quality public services for all. It is critical
towards the tendency to privatise public services which regularly litmits the access to those
who can pay. At the same time NGOs, often financed by US and EU sources, organise basic

health and educational services for the poor. A universal right to education is thus replaced by
the right to get basic literacy and math skills. But the question of the quality of public
institutions is always named when critising the privatisation process as the public hospitals as
well as schools are often poor.
The national budget: Expenditure is dominated by debt payments. External debt was more
and more replaced by internal debt. The monarchy itselfs including palaces, the royal
administration and serving families around the king costs 10-20% of the budget. The military
and security forces are expensive because of the conflict in Western Sahara. All this leaves
limited space for social spending and investment, contributing to slow growth. On the income
side Morocco receives a lot of EU and US funding. Tax collections were also increasing by
tax authority reforms and higher VAT while reducing the tax burden on high incomes and
transnational companies. Nevertheless, the budget is in deficit even in periods of strong GDP
growth. Therefore, the government, presured by the IMF, lowers spending in the public sector
by privatisation, reducing the workforce and reductions of price stabilization mechanisms.
The IMF supports these policies in its regular policy recommendations while not demanding
to act against capital flight or to reduce spending on the monarchy, the military and the like.
Effects of price increases: The increasing prices for agricultural products and fossil fuels hit
in particular the urban poor. At the same time the minimum wage of 2.000 DH/month did not
increase for years. Not even this low wage of less than 200 € is often not paid. Therefore
purchassing power is deteriorating. State policies contribute to this development by increasing
the VAT rate to 20%. Furthermore, the price of wheat, nutritional oil, petrol, gaz and sugar
were subsidised to help the poor. But with higher prices this becomes ever more expensive for
the national budget. The subsidices for nutritional oil were abandoned. The sugar subsidies
are being dropped. The IMF presses for an end of the other subsidies. These subsidies are
certainly rather ineffective. The petrol subsidy does not reach the poor but industry and the
middle class. Also the other subsidies are not well targeted to the poor but abandoning these
policies would hit people even harder. Therefore, mass protests including a riot were triggered
by the price increases. Attac is a member of the national coalition against high prices.
Free-trade agreements: Morocco has signed free trade agreements with the US and Turkey.
Morocco and the EU are heading towards free trade until 2012. The EU process is particularly
important as France represents alone about one third of Morocco’s foreign trade. All the
agreements are seen as having a very negative impact on infant industries and rather weak
agricultural sectors in Morocco. Attac has contributed to public sensibilisation on these issues.
It seems that a critical in depth analysis of the agreements is still missing.
Alterglobalism/Anti-Globalisation: In Arabic there is no term such as „alterglobalist“. The
core term of the movement is still „anti-globalisation“. In longer texts though it is offen
qualified: „against the liberal globalisation“. The consciousness about the problems of the
term “anti-globalisation” seems less developed than in continental Europe.
Dirty deals: The relationship between the state of Morocco and the West is shaped by dirty
deals. The US finds in Morocco its closest ally in the Muslim world. The state is shaped by
stability guarenteed by the monarchy. It serves as an entry point to other countries which are
often rather hostile to the US. With the US Morocco has signed a bilateral trade agreement
which does not serve the interests of the majority of its people. Morocco gets in exchange the
highest EU funding in the Mediterranean region. It gets military co-operation with the US.
And in particular it expects a benign neglect when it comes two the undemocratic monarchic
political system and even more importantly the question of Western Sahara. ‘The support for
undemocratic regimes such as Morocco is part and parcel of the deteriorated credibility of
Western talk of democray and human rights. This basic contradiction cannot be healed by
some reforms such as the improved women’s rights.

Attac’s second national congress
The conference was held in two parts: A public opening in the centre of Rabat and an internal
meeting in a seminar centre out of town. About 80 activists participated including some guest
of other organisations.

invitation to Attac’s congress

during the opening in Rabat

The arab banners (to be read from the right to the left): “Attac Morocco resisting liberal
globalisation, member of the network CADTM, organises the second national congress under
the motto “Let us contribute to gather the resistances against the liberal offensive”, Rabat,
5th/6th January 2008”.

plenary during non-public part of the congress
(the number of participants was greater
than it appears on the photo)

two “sans-papiers” visiting the conference

participants waiting for the new board to agree on responsibilites

The new board: the new “secretary general”, third to the right
Important issues during the conference
The opening of the congress consisted mainly of speeches of solidarity from different unions,
human rights NGOs, migrant organisations and other social movements. Letters were read
and I gave my speech of solidarity. This collection of speeches was an important signal to the
public and also to the media that Attac is active widely recognised despite the ongoing
repression. While this first part of the congress was open to the public the second part was
reserved for Attac members and invited guests. Ten of twelve Attac groups came to the
congress. In order to achieve this high turnout all groups were contacted and encouraged to
come.
After a transfer to a seminar centre outside of Rabat the congress received the financial and
political report of the last board. It was discussed in a friendly and often critical way. In
particular it was criticised that the financial and political report was not distributed in advance
so that it could not be discussed in the local groups. Furthermore, financial problems are a big
problem for Attac. Everything has to be done with very little money and most activity has to
financed by the activists themselves. Nevertheless, Attac Morocco refuses to get state money
in order to keep its independence, though exemptions are made with public funding which is
distributed by other NGOs for specific projects. The last edition of the journal “Possible” was
distributed to local groups and sold but the money did not arrive at the national Attac. Also
the administration of the membership fees is sometimes troublesome. As membership rests
with the local group the payment is also done there. 25% of the fees have to be paid to Attac
Morocco. Many local groups have problems to insure causing a permanent financial problem
to the national level. Lastly, many questions arrived because of the high share of international
travel in the budget of Attac Morocco. Many members were critical of these depenses. Attac
Morocco is active in several international networks. All expenses for these journeys are
covered by Northern partners and did not compete with other possible spending of the
organisation. This was sometimes hard to believe for some local activists. Some members also
criticised that the flow of information from the international to the local level is insufficient. It
seems important that the Northern partners continue to pay for the travel expenses of Attac
Morocco as otherwise Attac Morocco would hardly be able to join the international exchange
and be cut off the flow of information.

Following a long plenary several working goups were formed to discuss the update of the
political platform, the activities for 2007/2008, the legal problems of Attac and strategies to
fight neoliberalism. After a rather short break another series of working groups allowed the
four national commissions of Attac to meet: women, debt, youth and information/formation.
The women commission discussed the very limited presence of women in Attac. Some local
groups only consist of men. There are probably less than 20 women active in Attac Morocco.
Only 10% of the congress’ participants were women.
The debt commission works towards an audit of the public debt in Morocco. Several members
received formation in debt auditing by the CADTM network. The material of CADTM was
very visible during the conference as well as the material of Attac France.
The youth commission see above.
Some of the commission worked until midnight. Afterwards I was expecting a big party in
particular as many young people were present. But: No party! This was rather emblematic for
the political culture during the meeting. Everybody was extremely serious. Particpants were
not laughing. There were no jokes, not even political ones. Some said that this is typical for
the political culture of Morocco. On the other hand before each session most participants were
singing combative political songs in Arabic, but also French and Amazier. I seemed to me that
the importance of a national meeting is much higher to the activists in Morocco as it is so
difficult to organise. Many spent a lot of money for the long journey although they are poor.
Thus, the limited time had to be used effectively, several explained to me.
Following this sad evening the working groups continued in the morning. The results were
presented during a plenary and included in the work programme. The work programme is
very demanding and shows the numerous activities of Atac Morocco. Though there was a
certain tendency to include more or less everything in the work programme without clarifying
who is responsible for doing the work afterwards.
Lastly the update of the political platform of Attac was discussed. During this discussion the
most important political conflict appeared: A lot of Attac members do not have Arab as their
native language but Amazigh (“Berber”) and some are member of Amazigh organizations.
They demanded that Attac’s political platform should support the Amazigh movement and
demand that Amazigh becomes a constitutional language like Arab. This was strongly resisted
by some Arab speakers. But the Amazigh activisits did not want to split Attac and agreed with
a softer formulation and the decision to continue the debate. Anyway, the latter was already
decided during the last congress but not done.
The congress ended with the election of the new board. The election procedure was
interesting as the composition of the board was negotiated in plenary rather than voted
individually. Several members demanded individual votes instead. It seems that the procedure
did not allow expressing some existing opposition to individual candidates. Anyway, the new
board was elected – eight men, three women, several young members. Afterwards the newly
elected members held their first meeting and alloted tasks and posts to the different members.
The new secretary general is Youssef Mezzi (mezziyoussef@yhoo.fr), responsible for
international relations is Lucile Daumas (lusido2002@yahoo.fr).
The discussion during the assembly was shaped by open pluralism. In comparison to many
other discussions in social movements the group was very egalitarian. Everyone tried to
search for consensus.
Furthermore, the attitude towards the economic and social policies as well as human rights
violations were very critical. Nevertheless, the three important taboo issues of Moroccian
politics were more or less respected: Do not criticise the monarchy, do not demand a republic.
Do not question the territorial integrity of Morocco including the Western Sahara. Lastly, do
not question that Morocco is a Muslim state by law.

The Attac groups in Africa
According to Lucile Daumas we are having the following picture:
• Morocco: The most active Attac on the African contintent.
• Togo: quite active
• Tunisia: Was very active but crashed by repression. Public meetings were impossible.
• Bukina-Fasu: active
• Ivory Coast & Senegal : probably not existing (rather one person)
Most alterglobalist movements in the region are weak, shaken by repression and often
devided. This also contributed to the halted process for a second Mediterranean Social Forum

