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Art. 4.3 of the Treaty on European Union 

3. Pursuant to the principle of sincere cooperation, the Union and 

the Member States shall, in full mutual respect, assist each other in 

carrying out tasks which flow from the Treaties. ...  

The Member States shall facilitate the achievement of the Union's 

tasks and refrain from any measure which could jeopardise the 

attainment of the Union's objectives. 
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Obstruction in 7 acts 
 
1. no serious answer to EP’s questions 

  
2. denial of access to documents of the Code of Conduct group 
 
3. Council not granting the EP anything meaningful (confirmed hearing 
in EP on 22nd of Sept 2015) 
 
4. ring fencing access of EU commission to exchange of rulings 
legislated under Luxembourg presidency 
 
5. no consequences from the WALMART scandal 
 
6. failure to deliver the promised “vade-mecum” on economic substance 
 
7. making an example of tax whistleblower Antoine Deltour 
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Demand for information of TAXE to 
Luxembourg of 23rd April 2015 
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Information received June 2015 
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Response Council 23rd July 2015 to 
request from 22nd April 2015 
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Charter of fundamental rights 
of the European Union 
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Greens/EFA letter to minister Gramegna 
on WALMART of 14th July 2015 
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Response by Pierre Gramegna  
on WALMART, 28th of August 2015  
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European Parliament‘s mission report 
on the TAXE visit, 18th May 2015  
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Key quotes 

„The government of Luxembourg has systematically obstructed the 
tax investigation of the European Parliament.“  
 
„Transparency is fundamental to democracy. Citizens and the 
European Parliament have a right to get access to all relevant 
documents of the Council. The Luxembourg presidency harms 
citizens‘ respect in the European Parliament by refusing access to 
minutes and documents.“ 
 
„I call on the government of Luxembourg to give access to all 
documents and minutes of the Code of Conduct group on business 
taxation.“ 
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Additional reading 

EU Commission (2014): State aid investigations against Fiat Finance/Luxembourg. 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/cases/

253203/253203_1590108_107_2.pdf 

EU Commission (2015): Commission decides selective tax advantages for Fiat in 

Luxembourg and Starbucks in the Netherlands are illegal under EU state aid rules. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5880_en.htm 

Financial Times (2015): The case against Luxembourg: 

http://ftalphaville.ft.com/2015/10/21/2142483/the-case-against-luxembourg/ 

Jan Fichtner (2015): The offshore intensity ratio. 

https://www.academia.edu/15386988/The_Offshore-

Intensity_Ratio_Identifying_the_Strongest_Magnets_for_Foreign_Capital 
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