
 
 

 

 
 

Subject: Lack of personnel in the Directorate-General for Environment on infringements of 

environmental law 
 

Dear President of the Commission von der Leyen, 
Dear Executive Vice-President Timmermans,  
 
Europe has very good laws to protect people, animals and the environment. But these rules are too 

often implemented only half-heartedly or not at all by the Member States or in the regions. This 

creates risks for our health, nature conservation and the environment. Many of these problems have 

long been known, but little has been done so far. The European Commission plays a crucial role in 

enforcing EU law. But the annual number of infringement cases referred to the European Court of 

Justice has fallen by more than 80% since 2004. The Commission's formal notices to Member States 

fell by more than 60% over the same period. At the same time, there is no evidence that enforcement 

of EU law in the Member States has improved during this period. Complaints from civil society 

remain at an all-time high.  
 
We are very pleased that the EU Commission under your leadership has announced that it will take 

its role as guardian of the treaties seriously and prioritize the enforcement of EU law. Mr. Executive 

Vice President, you called the implementation of EU laws your "personal responsibility" in your 

hearing before the European Parliament. In the European Green Deal, you announced that you would 

step up your efforts to enforce the legislation already in place. This ambition is already showing in 

some of the EU Commission's other strategies. The new EU Chemicals Strategy, for example, speaks 

of "zero tolerance" in the enforcement of EU law. The EU Biodiversity Strategy also focuses on full 

implementation and enforcement of EU law.   
 
But in addition to political support for consistent enforcement of EU environmental law, financial 

and human resources are also needed within the Commission. The Directorate-General for 

Environment handles by far the most infringement cases in the European Commission. There are 

currently more than 400 open environmental cases against member states. These range from nature 

and animal protection to air and water quality, noise protection and waste. Some of these proceedings 

concern EU laws that had to be implemented decades ago. In some cases, proceedings have been 

open since the turn of the millennium.  
 
In the Directorate-General for Environment, 23 people are currently responsible for the 

implementation of all EU environmental legislation in 27 member states. Even with support from 
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other units and departments and the Secretariat-General, it is understandable that this lack of staff 

leads to bottlenecks and delays. It also means that a choice must be made between violations that the 

Commission takes action on and those that fall by the wayside without priority. The long list of 

deficient implementations in Europe show that far more procedures are needed and that these must be 

brought to a conclusion more quickly.  
 
We therefore urge you: make good on your announcements and speed up the procedures. Please 

support the Directorate-General for Environment in its work for a better implementation of European 

environmental law. Provide the necessary staff to enable the effective work of the Directorate-

General for Environment.  
 
We would be very pleased to receive a positive response. 
 
With kind regards, 

 
Sven Giegold, MEP 
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