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Subject: Lack of personnel in the Directorate-General for Environment on infringements of
environmental law

Dear President of the Commission von der Leyen,
Dear Executive Vice-President Timmermans,

Europe has very good laws to protect people, animals and the environment. But these rules are too
often implemented only half-heartedly or not at all by the Member States or in the regions. This
creates risks for our health, nature conservation and the environment. Many of these problems have
long been known, but little has been done so far. The European Commission plays a crucial role in
enforcing EU law. But the annual number of infringement cases referred to the European Court of
Justice has fallen by more than 80% since 2004. The Commission's formal notices to Member States
fell by more than 60% over the same period. At the same time, there is no evidence that enforcement
of EU law in the Member States has improved during this period. Complaints from civil society
remain at an all-time high.

We are very pleased that the EU Commission under your leadership has announced that it will take
its role as guardian of the treaties seriously and prioritize the enforcement of EU law. Mr. Executive
Vice President, you called the implementation of EU laws your "personal responsibility” in your
hearing before the European Parliament. In the European Green Deal, you announced that you would
step up your efforts to enforce the legislation already in place. This ambition is already showing in
some of the EU Commission's other strategies. The new EU Chemicals Strategy, for example, speaks
of "zero tolerance” in the enforcement of EU law. The EU Biodiversity Strategy also focuses on full
implementation and enforcement of EU law.

But in addition to political support for consistent enforcement of EU environmental law, financial
and human resources are also needed within the Commission. The Directorate-General for
Environment handles by far the most infringement cases in the European Commission. There are
currently more than 400 open environmental cases against member states. These range from nature
and animal protection to air and water quality, noise protection and waste. Some of these proceedings
concern EU laws that had to be implemented decades ago. In some cases, proceedings have been
open since the turn of the millennium.

In the Directorate-General for Environment, 23 people are currently responsible for the
implementation of all EU environmental legislation in 27 member states. Even with support from
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other units and departments and the Secretariat-General, it is understandable that this lack of staff
leads to bottlenecks and delays. It also means that a choice must be made between violations that the
Commission takes action on and those that fall by the wayside without priority. The long list of
deficient implementations in Europe show that far more procedures are needed and that these must be
brought to a conclusion more quickly.

We therefore urge you: make good on your announcements and speed up the procedures. Please
support the Directorate-General for Environment in its work for a better implementation of European
environmental law. Provide the necessary staff to enable the effective work of the Directorate-
General for Environment.

We would be very pleased to receive a positive response.

With kind regards,
Sven Giegold, MEP
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Barbara Burghardt, Lorenz Burghardt, Claudia Burghof, Annekatrin Buruck, Franziska Burzler,
Christiane Busche, Nick Bischer, Rita Busch-Ritter, Franziska Buse , Antje BuRBberg, Dr. Tanja Busse,
Anne Bussmann, katja bustorff, Nasrin Buttner , klaus butzinski-stock, Nils C., Davide Canepa, Annette
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Fehling, Arian Feigl-Berger, Lea Feldpausch, Frauke Fels, Susanne Fensky, Thomas Feuchtenberger,
Bernhard Fiebet, Klaus Fiedler, Wolfram Fiedler, Katharina Fietz, Dave Fingleton, Lothar Fink,
Nadine Fink-Hausmann, William Finn, Paula Finn, Rosemary Finn, Conor Finn, Gareth Finn, Wolfgang
Firmenich, jurgen fischer, Gertrud Fischer, Marcel-Raphael Fischer, Matthias Fischer, Sonja Fischer,
Brigitte Fischer, Jochen Fischer, Christa Fischer, Jutta Fischer, Marco Fischer, Ronja Fischer, JIM
FITZPATRICK, Dorothee Flach-Schlage, Brendan Flaherty, Kevin Flaherty , Ruth Fleischhaker, Josef
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Niall Greene, Christiane Gregor, Hannah GreR, Cornelia Grob, Ingrid Grobrugge , David. Groebner,
Emma Groeling-Mauller, Caro Groetzner-Martin , Stefan Gronebaum, Wolfgang GroR, Klaus GroRRheide,
Rosa-Lena GrolRler, Reinhard Max Grosspietsch, Achim Grote, Antje Grothus, Olaf Grund, Stephan
Grundmann, Beate Gsénger, Yannik Guhrt, Paul-Nikos Gunther, Annegret Gura, Annabell Gurtmann ,
Charlotte Guske, Michael Guthier, C H, Maximilian Haas, Martin Haas, Regina Haase, Burkhard
Habbe, Gerhard Habiger, Andrea Hackenberg , Melissa Hadzikadunic, Anja Haedge, Jeanette
Haenseroth, Carina Haering, Maria Katharina Hage, Sebastian Hage, Corinna Hégele, Katharina
Hagemann, Ute Hagemann, Sonja Haider, Carsten Haider, Marie Hain, Aglaia Hajkova, Ellen Haker,
bernd haller, Ina Hallermann, Marianne Halmburger, Gunnar Hamann, Derrick Hambleton, sarah
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Hannah Hecker, Martina Heidland-Hoppe, Katarina Heidrich, Hannelore Heidtmann, Simone Heil, Satu
Heiland, Anna-Maria Heiler, Ute Heimann, Jorg Heimes, Petra Heimisch , Suzanne Heimrath, Johanna
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Martin Hoeren, Sabine Hof, Judith Hofert-Laun, VVolker Hoff, Wolfgang Hoffer, Lara Hoffmann, Lisa
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Jurgen Hisam, Silke HuBmann, Cornelia Hutterer-Siebert, Birgit Huvendieck, Majella Hynes, Jonas
Ibel, Markus Ibold, Jonathan Ickes, Karin Idestroem, Stefan Imholz, Karl Ischinger, Heinz Jager,
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Kesler, Ralph Kettler, Narine Khachatryan, Renate Khoudja , Helene Khuen-Belasi, Tobias Kiefer,
Alexandra Kiefer, waltraud kieferndorf, Anne Kielblock, Franz Kies, MICHAELA KieRwetter ,
Malcolm Killian , Susanne Kindler-Adam, Hildegund Kingreen, Petra Kipp, Helga Kirchner, Denise
Kirchner, Michaela Kirkegaard , Hendrik Kirschner, Ingo Kirst, Martin Kistner, Jacqueline Kittel,
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Klein, Jule Klein, Ortrud Kleinow, Jens Kleinschmidt, J6rg Klemm, Reiner Klemm, Heiner Klemp, Ute
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Kndllner, Theresia Knopp, Petra Knupfer, Jorg Koblenzer , Iris Koch, Alena Koch, Stefanie Koch,
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Kraul3e, Lothar Kreis, Tobias Krempels, Thea Kress, Sarah Krieger , Martin Kriesten, Monika
Krimmer, Ingelore Krobb, Andrea Kroll, Judith Kronbichler, Markus Kruiger, Theresa Kriger, Danita
Kriger, Petra Kriger , Peter Krull, Christian Kruse, Jirgen Kruse, Birgitt Kruse, Sabri Krybus , Julia
Kuchelmeister, Dagmar Kuchenbuch, Judith Kuck, Roswitha Kuhl-jockel dr., Carlos Kuhlmann,
Dorothe Kihimann-Rakers, Matthias Kuhn, Wilfried Kiihn, Katja Kiihn, Simone Kiihn, Klaus-Bernhard
Kihnapfel, Annette Kihner, heidemarie kuhs, Susanna Kiimmell, Katja Kuncke, Georg Kunkel,
Andreas Kunkel, Ingrid Kunkel, Marieke Kunkel, Annette Kunkel, Andrea Kinst, Marion Kunz , Sonja
Kiinzl, M Kupfer, anke kupka, Constanze Kiippers, Dorothea Kurig, Emma Kurz, Michael Kusterer,
Uschi Laass, Greta Lahn, Petra Lahn, Kathrin Lahusen, Brid Lally, jack lally, Elke Lang, Evmarie
Lang, Wolfram Lang , Judith Lange, Berthold Lange, Gerrit Lange, Brigitt Langer, Hans Lang-Hagel,
Giacomo Lanza, Annette Lappchen, Jorg-Otto Lappchen, Anke Larro-Jacob, jochen laube, Paul Lawton,
Sylvie Lebeda-Kreiner, Petra Lebek, Inge Lechner, Barbara Lehmann-Detscher , Bernd Lehne, Tanja
Leinweber, Renate Leipnitz, Kai Leister, Matthias Leitzke, Siegfried Lemke, Ellen Lemmer, Barbara
Lengermann , Jurgen Lerch, Manfred LESCHE, Susanne Lescher, Heidi Leugers, Simone Leunig, Jakob
Licht, Angela Liebig, Leonie Liekefett, Tatjana Lieser, Tatjana Lieser, Julia Lietzmann, Gabriele
Lindahl , portia Lindley, Michael Lindley , Asja Linke, Karen Lipp, Elfriede u. Hanno L6ber, Diego
Lobo-Guerrero, Marcel Loeb, maria anna Loebell-Herberstein, Stephanie Loeben-Sprengel, Gerhild
Loer, Stefanie Lohmann, Dietmar Lohmann, Dr. Mathias Lohr, Susanne Lohse, Dr. Dieter Lorenz, Jan
Niklas Lorenz, Maite Loriguillo , Carsten Lottner Fernando, Alexander L6w, Tony Lowes, Karen
Loxton, Teresa Loxton, Brigitte Llbbers, paolo lucarelli, Lia Lucia, Sascha Liick, Bettina Lick, Solveig
Liickerath, Bae LUCKING , Hans-Helmut Ludewig, Verena Ludewig , jiirgen ludwig, Johannes
Ludwig, Petra Ludwig-Sidow, Stefanie Lugauer, Otmar Liike, Charlin Luttger, Michael Lynch, Kieran
M c carthy, Marta Macaluso , wolfgang maeser, Alexander Mai, Sascha Maier, Anne Maier, Emily
Maier, Laurin Maier, Paula Mainusch, Jonathan Maisenbacher, ilse majer-wehling, Carsten Majewski,
Lucia Makelis, Juliane Malessa, Lena Malinowski, Romy Mamerow, Ulrich Mandel, Herbert Mann,
Heike Manz, Marianne Marburger, Roswitha Marcuzzi, Bernd Margenburg, Giannarosa Marino, Patrick
Martin, Gabriele Masch, Frank Matschinski, Michaela Matschinski , Karl-Heinz Matthes, John
Matthews, Thomas Maurer, Antonia Mayer, Sandra Mc Garry , Denis Mc grath, Trevor Mc Namara,
Roisin McAleer, Brendan McCormack, Don McGinley, phelim mcgovern, Mike McGrath, Dominic
McGrath, Tara McKeown, Cathy McMahon, Heidrun Mechel, Allan Mee, Barbara Meerwein, A.
Meindl, Claudia Meinhardt, Marika Meissner , Birgit Mele, Anke Melzer, Gaby Mense, Hans-Peter
Merkel, Martina Merlo, Wolfgang Metzeler-Kick, Friedrich Meyer, Antonius Meyer, Tom Meyer,
Regine Meyer, Fritz Meyer, Dr Anselm Meyer-Antz, Elisabeth Meyn , Christel Mez, Wilfried
Michalke, Norbert Michels, daniela mickelun, Sonja-Marie Micudaj, Cléo Mieulet, layla mihatsch,
Bernd Milde, Alexander Miller, Ute Mischo, Jan Mdbius, Dagmar Modrow, Ulrike Mohn, Klaus
Mohring, Margit Molder-Ruiz, Stephan Moldzio, Frank Mdller, Katharina Mdller, Siegfried Moller,



Saskia Mdller , Andreas Mdoller-Forst, Christina Méllmann, Hep Monatzeder, Chris Moody, alan
moore, Evelyn Moorkens, Maren Moos, Christine Moos-Bindhammer, Sophia Morad, Dagmar Moraw,
bodo mdrbitz, Helmut Mdérchen, John Morehart, Naima Moreira Frottrang, Stefanie Morgen, Stephanie
Moritz, Trevor Mortimer, Fabian Moser, Claudio Moser, margaretha moser, Ben Mouelhi, Kornelia
Mrowitzky, Katharina Muhlebach-Sturm, Brigitte ich Muhlhausen, Dr. med., Frida Mihlhoff, Michael
Mulderrig, Pat Muldowney, Monica Muller, Ute und Uwe Muller, Hans-Jochen Miiller, Dr. Andreas
Muiller, Uwe Miller, Roland Muller, Carita Mdiller, Renate Miuller, Bernd Mdller, Jutta Muller, Paul
Mdiller, Julia Muller, Leo Muller, Karl Heinz Mller, Klaus Miller , Angela Miller , Alena Muiller-
Hormann, Dr. med. Thomas Miuller-Schwefe, Gerhard Muller-Waldheim, Birgit Minkner, Phelim
Murnion , Mary Murphy, Johanne Murphy, Denis Murphy, Tom Murphy , Anja Murray, Rory Murray ,
Paul Muschiol, Gisela Musterle, Charlotte Muth, Barbara Nabers, Alfons Nabers , Moritz Nachtschatt,
Ann-Kathleen Nachtwey, Frederick Nagle, Kevin Nagle, Marlene Nahrgang, Julia Neigel, Elisabeth
Nellessen, Frank Neubert , Katja Neumann, Dr. med. Ludwig Neumayr , Peter Josef Neunzig, Sally
Newman, Oriana Nguyen van , Aine Ni Cheannabhain , Eilin NI Fheinneadha, Boris Nickell, Tanja
Niehaus, Bernhard Niehoff, Bianca Niehues , Petra Nielsen, Ursula Niermann, Angelika Nissler,
Harald Nissler, Anne Nitzsche, Jirgen Nola, Janis Nolan, Alan Nolan, Michael Nolan, Hajo Nolden,
Thomas Norgall, Angela O Connell , Clive O Driscoll, Mairtin O Feinneadha, John O Grady, Brian O
Nuallain, Don O Regan , Toni o’Doherty, Liam O’Gradaigh , Christiane Oberdorf, Johann Obermeyer,
Thomas Oberwalder, Sinead O'Brien, Maire O'Brien, Margaret O'Brien, Daniel O'Brien, Ceyda
Odabasi, Alec ODonovan, Dan O'Donovan , Ursula Odrobina, Emer O'Grady, D O'Grady, Katharina
Ohle, Christopher O'Keeffe, Harald Okun, Marlies Olberz, Mary O'Leary, Christopher Olk, Dirk
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